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GUILLERMO I. ORTIZ MAYAGOITIA  Current Chief Justice of the Mexican 
Supreme Court (2007-2010). A law graduate of Veracruzana University, Jalapa, he served as 
clerk of the Poza Rica, Veracruz, Lower Court and was actuary and later clerk of the Third 
District Court in Veracruz State. Cerked for the Mexican Supreme Court and District Judge in 
Oaxaca State and the Federal District and held the post of district judge from 1981 to 1995. 
Professor at the Supreme Court’s Specialization Institute. Appointed Appeals Chamber justice 
of the Federal Electoral Tribunal by the Federal Congress’s Standing Committee in 1993.     

ALEJANDRO AGUIRRE 1st Vice President and member of the Advisory 
Council of the Inter American Press Association and a former chairman of the IAPA’s 
Executive Committee. Managing editor of Diario Las Américas, Miami, and president of 
AmLatAm Investments. Holds a B.A. and an M.B.A. in Journalism. Former chairman of the 
Miami-Dade County Cultural Affairs Committee and current member of the Board of 
Governors of Barry University, Miami, and the Pan-American Development Foundation, 
Washington, DC. 

JUAN FRANCISCO EALY ORTIZ member of the IAPA’s Executive 
Committee and chairman of its Impunity Committee. President and editor of the Mexico 
City newspaper El Universal. A graduate in Economy of the Autonomous National 
University of Mexico (UNAM); honorary doctorate from and member of the board of 
directors of, Tri State University, Indiana. Member of the board of directors of the Grupo de 
Diarios América (GDA). 

 



SERGIO GARCÍA RAMÍREZ Former Chief Justice and current Justice of he 
Inter-American Human Rights Court. Law graduate of UNAM, with a B.A. with honorable 
mention and later a Ph.D. magna cum laude. Official investigator in the Institute of Juridical 
Investigations and an official professor in the School of Law, UNAM. National Investigator 
in the National System of Investigators. Member of the Governing Board of UNAM since 
1993. Director of the Law School Review and founding chairman of the Board of 
Governors of the National Criminal Science Institute. Served as Labor Minister in the 
government of President José López Portillo and as Attorney General under President 
Miguel de la Madrid. Author of numerous works.   

LUIS RAÚL GONZÁLEZ PÉREZ UNAM General Counsel, professor in the 
UNAM Law School. Doctorate in Human Rights from the Open University of Spain 
(UNED). Prosecutor in the Mexican Attorney General’s Office in the Colosio case. As 
former director general of the National Human Rights Commission’s Offenses Against 
Journalists and Civil Human Rights Defenders Program, reported that the cases of 
harassment, persecution and pursuit of journalists increased during the PAN federal 
governments and handled the cases of Lydia Cacho, missing reporters, and formal 
complaints by a number of news media.  

JOSÉ RAMÓN COSSÍO DÍAZ Mexican Supreme Court Associate Justice 
and professor of Constitutional Law and Legal Theory at the Autonomous Technical 
Institute of Mexico (ITAM); former head of ITAM Legal Department. Ph.D from Madrid’s 
Complutense University. Member of the committee that drafted the Amparo (Legal 
Protection) Law. Current member of the National Investigators System and of the Mexican 
Academy of Sciences. Honored with National Investigation Award in 1998 in the Social 
Sciences area. The Tabasco state government and the José Pagés Llergo Foundation 
awarded him the National Legal Journalism Prize in 2004. He has published a number of 
books and articles on constitutional law and legal theory.  



OCTAVIO A. ORELLANA WIARCO Special Prosecutor for Crimes Against 
Journalists in the Mexican Attorney General’s Office. A lawyer, crime specialist and former 
notary public. UNAM law graduate with a Ph.D in Law from Juárez University. Holds 
degrees in Criminal, Amparo (Legal Protection) and Notarial Law. Served as District 
Criminal Court judge in Torreón, notary public and director of the Higher Public Safety 
Studies Institute of Coahuila state.     

 

RAFAEL MOLINA MORILLO Dominican Republic lawyer, journalist and 
diplomat; former president of the IAPA and chairman of its Committee on Freedom of the 
Press and Information. Former executive editor and editor-in-chief of the Listín Diario 
newspaper and producer of radio and television programs. Former director of the Santo 
Domingo Catholic University’s School of Communication Sciences (1984-91) and 
president of the Dominican Journalists Association. He was his nation’s ambassador to the 
United States (1980-82), founding editor of the El Nacional newspaper in Santo Domingo 
and executive editor of El Caribe (1961-64). Published author.  
 
 

ASDRÚBAL AGUIAR Editorial Advisor to El Universal, Venezuela, lawyer 
and jurist, specializing in International Commerce. Member of the Ibero-American 
Scientific and Cultural Academy and Argentina’s National Moral and Political Sciences 
Academy and National Law and Social Sciences Academy;  professor of International 
Public Law and International Criminal Law. Served as a justice of the Inter-American 
Human Rights Court; former Ambassador, Foreign Minister and Interim President of 
Venezuela. He is the author of numerous books and essays on his specialty and a 
columnist for a number of newspapers in Venezuela. He has received several awards.  

 

 
 



JUAN E. MÉNDEZ Adviser to the International Criminal Court and visiting  
professor at America University’s College of Law in Washington, DC. 2009 resident 
scholar at the Ford Foundation. President emeritus of the International Center for 
Transitional Justice; former adviser to U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan on the 
prevention of genocide (2004-07); former executive director of the Inter-American Human 
Rights Institute and chair and member of the Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights of the OAS (2000-03). Professor of Law and International Human Rights Legislation 
at a number of universities. For representing political prisoners he was arrested and 
tortured by the Argentine military dictatorship. At the time Amnesty International described 
him as a “Prisoner of Conscience.” 

 

EDUARDO  BERTONI Director of the Freedom of Expression and Access to 
Information Center (CELE) of the Palermo University School of Law. Former executive 
director of the Washington, DC-based Foundation for Due Legal Process and from 2002 to 
2005 Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the Organization of American 
States’ Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. Law graduate of the University of 
Buenos Aires and a former scholar of the Human Rights Institute of Columbia University’s 
School of Law in New York. He has been legal counsel to various non-governmental 
organizations in Argentina and abroad and has also worked as adviser to the Argentine 
Ministry of Justice and Human Rights. He has authored a number of articles and books on 
the right to free speech, legal reforms and international criminal law.  
 
 
 

HÉCTOR FIX-ZAMUDIO Is former Chief Justice and Associate Justice of 
the Inter-American Human Rights Court. A UNAM law graduate, past director and current 
investigator emeritus of the UNAM Legal Investigations Institute and a member of the 
university’s Board of Governors. First president of the Ibero-American Constitutional Law 
Institute and member of the United Nations’ Sub-Committee for the Prevention of 
Discrimination and the Protection of Minorities. Member of Mexico’s National Human 
Rights Commission. He was awarded the National History, Social Sciences and 
Philosophy Prize in 1982, the National Jurisprudence Award in 1994 and the Belisario 
Domínguez Medal of Honor in 2002. In 1986 he was the recipient of UNESCO’s Human 
Rights Education Award. 



ADRIÁN VENTURA With a doctorate in Law from the University of Buenos 
Aires, he is a constitutional specialist and a journalist with the Argentine newspaper La 

Nación. His thesis titled “Freedom of Expression and Absolute Guarantees” was awarded 
by the University of Buenos Aires with its Faculty Prize for the best doctoral thesis in Law, 
and with the Montes de Oca Award for the best thesis on Constitutional Law. He is co-
founder and assistant director of the University of Buenos Aires’ master’s degree program 
in Judgeship. He is editor of Argentine Constitutional Law Association publications, and an 
adjunct professor of Constitutional Law at UBS. He is the author of a number of books on 
constitutional law, also hosts the cable television program “Cuarto Poder” (The Fourth 
Estate) and works at Radio Mitre radio station.  

ROBERTO ROCK Is vice chairman of the IAPA’s Committee on Freedom of 
the Press and Information and member of its Impunity Committee. A Political and Social 
Sciences graduate of UNAM, he has been a professor of Journalism at Ibero-American 
University and at UNAM’s National School of Professional Studies. Member of the 
Advisory Board for the Tecnológico of Monterrey’s Communication Degree Program. 
Former vice president and editorial director general of the Mexico City newspaper El 

Universal, which he joined in 1978 as a reporter. 

ISMAEL ESLAVA PÉREZ UNAM law graduate. Director General of 
University Legislation Studies and a professor in UNAM’s School of Law. He has published 
various legal and academic works, among them “Nuestra Universidad Hoy y Mañana” (Our 
University Today and Tomorrow), which won third prize in an 1987 essay contest. He was 
legal counsel to the Inter-American Human Rights Institute in Costa Rica and a Mexican 
representative at various international events. He has served as Mexico’s Assistant 
Attorney General. 



ALFONSO OÑATE LABORDE Administrative Legal Executive Secretary of 
the Mexican Supreme Court. A UNAM law graduate with a master’s degree in Philosophy 
of Law from Oxford University, his professional activity has been dedicated to academia 
and public service. Director of Audiences and then Administrative Director of the 
Presidency of Mexico (1985-88), Officer of the Supreme Court and Federal Judiciary 
Counsel. In 2007-08 he was representative of the Mexican Federal Judiciary in the then 
state reform process. A professor of Constitutional Law, General Theory of Law and 
Philosophy of Law at various universities and other institutions of higher learning in 
Mexico, he is the author of a number of publications concerning his specialty.      
 
 

JORGE ARTURO CAMERO OCAMPO Circuit Court judge. Law graduate 
of the Autonomous Morelos State University specializing in Administrative Law, Legal 
Proceedings and Criminal Law postgraduate studies. He is an expert in Constitutional Law 
and Amparo Law. He has held various positions within the Mexican judicial branch of 
government, has been a professor at several universities and colleges in Mexico and has 
conducted a number of seminars. President of the Mexican Federal Judiciary’s National 
Circuit and District Court Judges Bar Association.     
 
 
 

SALVADOR MONDRAGÓN REYES Circuit Judge. A UNAM Law graduate 
with a master’s degree in Human Rights from Ibero-American University (2000-02) and  
specialist degree in Legal Argumentation; doctorate in Public Law and Legal Methodology 
from Alicante University, Spain. He has held several positions within the Mexican judicial 
branch of government and has taught at various universities and colleges. He is the author 
of “México y la Corte Interamericana de Derechos Humanos” (Mexico and the Inter-
American Human Rights Court), published in 2003, and “La argumentación en las 
sentencias del Tribunal de lo Contencioso Administrativo”, 2006.   



JORGE OJEDA VELÁZQUEZ First Circuit Court Judge; UNAM 1997 law 
graduate. A specialist in Constitutional Law and Amparo (Legal Protection) he studied 
Criminal Law and Criminology at Rome University, Italy (1982) and obtained a doctorate in 
Canon Law from the Pontifical University there (1981). Honorary doctorate from Manuel 
José de Rojas University in San Cristóbal de las Casas, Chiapas (2009). He has taught at 
the National Criminal Sciences Institute, UNAM, Guanajuato University and other 
universities. Held various positions in the judicial branch of government and is a 
supernumerary member of the Mexican Academy of Criminal Sciences (2008). He has 
served as a Circuit Court Judge since April 1997 and was ratified in that position in March 
2003.  

 

OSMAR ARMANDO CRUZ QUIROZ Circuit Court Judge and UNAM Law 
graduate. Professor at various universities and institutes in Mexico. In January 1986 he 
joined the judicial branch of the federal government, assuming a number of 
responsibilities. In 2000 he was named District Court judge and the following year Circuit 
Court judge. He is a member of the Mexico-United States Bar, the Mexican Supreme 
Court Clerks Association and the Federal Judiciary District Court Judges Bar Association. 
He has published various legal works. In 2007 he received special recognition for his 20 
years of service to the judicial branch of the federal government.   
 
 

JULIO E. MUÑOZ Executive Director of the IAPA. He graduated in 
Journalism from Concepción University, Chile, in 1972 and from the International 
Communication Studies Center (CIESPAL), Quito, Ecuador, the same year. Ph.D in Mass 
Communication from Minnesota University School of Journalism and Mass 
Communication (1983). From 1969 to 1982 he held various positions in journalism. He has 
been an IAPA executive since 1982, serving as manager, Technical Center director, 
assistant executive director and deputy executive director. He was a journalism instructor 
at the Catholic University of Chile in Concepción. 
 
 
 
 



RICARDO TROTTI Director of the Inter American Press Association’s Press 
Freedom Program and Press Institute. Director of the Unpunished Crimes Against 
Journalists project and the Rapid Response Unit. Former assistant to the editor of the 
Miami, Florida, newspaper El Nuevo Herald, and news editor of El Liberal in Santiago del 
Estero, Argentina. Author of numerous works on freedom of the press, among them “La 
Dolorosa Libertad de Prensa, en busca de la ética perdida” (Painful Freedom of the Press, 
In Search of Lost Ethics). An instructor in seminars on press freedom and ethics, he 
studied journalism and communication in Argentina and the United States.  


